JOHN VELOS PRESS RELEASE — CITY OF STONNINGTON

PROJECT — AGED CARE HOME GREVILLE STREET PRAHRAN

Former Mayor of Prahran John Velos and candidate in North Ward City of Stonnington
October Elections supports the residents and objectors around Greville Street in
Prahran who strongly object to the proposed six-level Aged Care Home by operator
Lifeview.

This project according to the below Age Article has twice been rejected by Stonnington
City Council and once not backed by the State Planning Tribunal, VCAT and later ruled
out by the Supreme Court.

The Project was taken out of the proper planning process by the Victorian Planning
Minister to fast track it for approval on the grounds of an alleged attempt to stimulate
the Victorian Economy.

John Velos observed that the “unilateral decision by the Planning Minister has angered
many City of Stonnington locals who have been living there for many years and have
consistently and strongly opposed the development as they consider it to be an
overdevelopment and not consistent with community expectations for the site”.

John Velos said that “most objectors also strongly object to the way that the Planning
Minister has ignored their objections, the objections of Stonnington City Council and
the legal process, and especially because there was lack of proper consultation by the
Minister or transparency or fairness of process by the Minister on his approval
decision”.

John Velos said: “Stonnington Community deserves a lot better than that. The proper
legal planning process should be followed in a fair, reasonable and transparent
manner, so that a reasonable balance is delivered on developments that are within
reasonable limits, legal scrutiny, and the expectations of the Stonnington Community
as a whole”.

John Velos referred to The Age article on the 9™ of September 2020 by Mr Clay Lucas
and said that ‘it is appropriate for residents and citizens to bring these types of
controversies and over developments to the attention of the Stonnington Community
so that they actively participate at an early stage to consider all aspects of the
development and if reasonable to oppose and object to such over developments,
unsympathetic and intrusive developments on the streetscape and their
neighbourhoods and continue with their opposition until a fair, reasonable and liveable
compromise is reached ”.

The Age Article can be read as set out below.
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An aged care home in Prahran approved by Planning Minister Richard Wynne has
angered locals over a move by the government to push through hundreds of
millions of dollars in development without a transparent process.

Residents in and around Prahran’s Greville Street learned out of the blue last
week that the project - twice rejected by Stonnington Council, once knocked back
by the state planning tribunal, and later ruled out by the Supreme Court - had
been approved by Mr Wynne.

https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/anger-in-prahran-at-minister-s-approval-of-big-bulky-aged-care-home-20200909-p55u0d.html 1/e
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Stephen Jolson (second from left) is among those who have opposed a six-level aged care
home in Prahran, approved by Planning Minister Richard Wynne. JASON SOUTH

Mr Wynne announced on Wednesday that he had approved planning permits for
developments worth $933 million - including the Prahran project - in an attempt
to stimulate Victoria's economy.

The proposed six-level aged care home by operator Lifeview will cater specifically
to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex community. It was among
10 projects that Mr Wynne has given his tick of approval to without public input.

The move has enraged Prahran residents, who have been part of a long-running
fight with Lifeview over the project. Stonnington Council has opposed it twice.

Stonnington mayor Steve Stefanopoulos said what Mr Wynne had approved was
“not consistent with community expectations for the site”.
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An artist's impression of the Lifeview aged care home in Prahran, approved by Planning
Minister Richard Wynne despite local opposition. LIFEVIEW

He said the proposed home’s height and size had upset locals. “It is too big and
bulky with inadequate setbacks,” said Mr Stefanopoulos, who conceded that
council officers had supported the most recent plan.

On Monday the council voted to ask Mr Wynne to instead let the state planning
tribunal decide.

Cr Stefanopoulos said objectors should be allowed to have their say.

https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/anger-in-prahran-at-minister-s-approval-of-big-bulky-aged-care-home-20200909-p55u0d.html 2/«
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Among 122 objectors to the plan is Stephen Jolson, an architect who works in
Greville Street, and has lived there for 12 years. He said he was appalled at the
lack of transparency over the approval.

He said residents were extremely happy to have aged care in the area, especially a
home aimed at the LGBTQ community, but not one that was “built very close to
the site boundaries - it’s overwhelming”.

In April, Mr Jolson observed builders on the site, "boring holes in the car park and
getting ready for construction to start”, he said. “We asked them what was
happening and they said “We are getting ready to build’. So this deal was done a
long time ago.”

Lifeview was contacted by phone and email about the project but did not respond.

Prahran Greens MP Sam Hibbins said there was no dispute aged care was needed
in the suburb, and welcomed an LGBTQ-dedicated facility.

"But the government is using its COVID Building Recovery Taskforce to ride
roughshod over the planning scheme. This approval is similar to what [former
Coalition planning minister] Matthew Guy did during his time.”

The aged care home project was part of 295 developments submitted to Mr
Wynne’s taskforce, established in April, and whose decisions are not public.

Asked for a list of those projects, Mr Wynne’s office declined to release them, or
give details on why approved projects were chosen.

Mr Wynne said the Prahran project would deliver one of the area's first dedicated
LGBTQ aged care facilities, "ensuring this community’s most vulnerable are
afforded the specialised care, dignity and respect they deserve in their latter
years”.

He said he had used his power to intervene in the matter "in the manner in which
it was intended - for the public good and in the best interests of all Victorians”.

RMIT planning expert Michael Buxton, though, said approving projects in this
way was a denial of proper process and that Mr Wynne and Labor were “cynically
pushing through developments to pander to developers and building unions”.

Opposition planning spokesman Tim Smith said each of the 10 projects Mr Wynne
had approved on Wednesday had their own local story.

“In every project there will be locals who objected,” he said.

“I am not suggesting that we don’t need stimulus and we don’t need to fast-track.
But we’re going to have to live with these decisions for decades.”
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Our weekly newsletter will deliver expert analysis of the race to the White
House from our US correspondent Matthew Knott. Sign up for The Sydney
Morning Heralds newsletter here, The Age's here, Brisbane Times' here and
WAtoday's here.
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Clay Lucas is a senior reporter for The Age. Clay has worked at The Age since
2005, covering urban affairs, transport, state politics, local government and
workplace relations for The Age and Sunday Age.
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